
 
 
 

Recommended Books about Guatemala 
 
 
Middle School Readers 
 
Among the Volcanoes by Omar S. Casteneda 
When her mother becomes ill, Isabel, a Mayan girl in 
contemporary Guatemala, must care for her and continue her 
search for her own identity in an unstable country. 
 
Colibrí by Ann Cameron 
Kidnapped when she was four years old, Rosa (Tznun in her 
Mayan language) travels with her abusive Uncle until she finds the 
support and courage to leave him and find her own destiny. A 
painful yet beautiful glimpse into modern-day rural Guatemala. 
 
Imagining Isabel by Omar S. Casteneda 
In this sequel to Among the Volcanoes newly married Isabel, still a 
young teenager, is invited to join a teacher-training program and is 
thrown into the turbulent politics of modern-day Guatemala. 
 
Red Midnight by Ben Mikaelsen 
After soldiers kill his family, Santiago and his four-year-old sister 
flee Guatemala in a kayak and try to reach the United States. 
 
Tree Girl by Ben Mikaelsen 
Gabriela survives a massacre in her village and makes a 
courageous journey to bring her sister to safety across the Mexican 
border. Based on a true story. 
 



 
 
 
 
Elementary School Readers 
 
Abuela's Weave by Omar S. Castaneda  
A girl and her grandmother create weavings on a back strap loom 
and travel to town to sell their creations. A beautiful introduction 
to the rich culture of Guatemalan Mayans. 
 
Guatemala ABCs: A Book About the People and Places of 
Guatemala by Marcie Aboff  
Fun facts about people, places, religions, food, animals, and more, 
ranging from art to Zacapa. A colorful introduction to a fascinating 
county. 
 
My Pig Amarillo by Satomi Ichikawa 
A young boy in rural Guatemala deals with the death of a beloved 
pet by making a kite on All SaintÕs Day. 
 
Mama and Papa Have a Store by Amelia Lau Carling 
A Chinese immigrant girl describes a typical day in her familyÕs 
store in bustling Guatemala City, including how her family 
peacefully coexists with Mayan neighbors. 
 
The Most Beautiful Place in the World by Ann Cameron 
Juan lives by beautiful Lake Atitl‡n with his grandmother and 
earns his living by shining shoes, but he dreams of going to school 
and having a better life. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

More information about Common Hope can be found at: www.commonhope.org 
Contact us at: info@mn.commonhope.org  or 651-917-0917 


