








What if  you didn’t have 
careerbuilder.com?
Juana Del Carmen López Hernández graduated from high school 
as a bilingual secretary in 2007.  One of eleven children, she was 
eager to start working in order to help pay for family expenses.  So 
when she learned about a series of workshops for recent high 
school graduates offered by Common Hope’s PODER employment 
program, Juana jumped at the chance.  The workshops cover a 
number of themes, including job seeking skills, résumé preparation, 
interview practice, and employment law navigation.  Soon after 
the training, Juana secured a job at a local travel agency in Antigua.  
She enjoys the opportunity provided by her job to improve her 
English and meet new people.

In Guatemala there are no employment centers, so people depend 
mainly on word of mouth, and sometimes newspapers, when looking 
for work.  The PODER employment program serves as an information 
hub where more than 80 businesses advertise openings and where 
affiliated families and graduates can gain information and skills to secure 
a better job.

A gift of  $20 can fund a person’s job search.

A gift of  $100 can fund one person’s employment counseling.

Juana with Margarita, her 
employment counselor.

$100

$20



Despite partnering  with us just over two years ago, the Ajbix Escobar 
family has already come a long way toward the goals they set with their 
social worker.  Parents Sandra and Adelso started by working sweat 
equity hours to not only build a new room onto their home, obtain a 
pila for washing clothes, and connect to electricity—but also to acquire 
the legal title to their land, protecting their property long-term.  Sandra 
has also attended a series of parenting workshops, where she learned 
positive parenting techniques and stress management skills.  And Pedro 
has done very well in first grade and looks forward to advancing next 
year.  Their social worker, Paola, describes them as a well-adjusted and 
hard-working family.  She believes that Pedro and his little sister Ana 
Rebecca will go far.

Each family that partners with Common Hope is paired with a social worker 
who develops a personal relationship with them.  Together, they identify 
the family’s goals and obstacles before developing a plan to address their 
specific needs.  Our programs are designed to empower families to improve 
their living situation, provide a better life for their children, and contribute 
to their communities.

What if  you owned land 
but couldn’t prove it?

$90

$30
A gift of $30 can cover the cost of obtaining legal title to land.

A gift of $90 can pay for a family’s social work visits for one year. 
Sandra and her two children, 

Ana Rebecca and Pedro.



What if your health failed but 
there was nowhere to turn?
José Jacinto Hernandez lives with his wife María Cristina and two 
children, Gerardo and Mónica.  José has struggled with diabetes 
since he was 26.  His condition became so serious that eventually 
he lost his sight and kidney function.  Now 46, José needs regular 
dialysis and is not able to work.  Despite his extremely difficult 
circumstances, José’s doctors report that he maintains high spirits, a 
sense of humor, and motivation to manage his illness.  José recently 
joined Common Hope’s diabetes group, believing that his story 
would encourage others to take control of their condition.  Patient 
testimonials are often the most effective teaching tool.  Through his 
dedication, José has become one of the most valuable members of 
the group.    

Diabetes is a prevalent illness in the communities where Common 
Hope works, magnified by diets rich in carbohydrates.  The clinic runs 
a specialized diabetes group, offering a holistic approach to treat the 
disease, including medicine, exercise, and nutrition.  The clinic also offers 
glycemic testing on-site and at community health fairs.

$125

$45
A gift of $45 can pay for lab work for one diabetic patient.

A gift of  $125 can pay for one month of diabetic treatment.

José, his wife María Cristina, 
and doctor Ericka Rivas.



In 2007, Lesbia was one of many women who attended a women’s 
health fair in her local village.  Unfortunately she tested positive 
for pre-cancerous cells which often lead to cervical cancer, so 
Common Hope arranged for her to receive cryotherapy treatment.  
When a routine check the following year tested positive again, 
Lesbia received further treatment at our Antigua clinic.  In 
addition, our community health promoter counseled Lesbia and 
her husband, and she will continue to monitor Lesbia’s case.   

Cervical cancer is the second leading cause of death for women in 
Guatemala.  A “silent killer,” many don’t experience any symptoms until 
the cancer is in an advanced stage.  It is for this reason that wellness 
exams are so crucial.  Common Hope is providing these yearly exams 
and educating women on their importance at our community health 
fairs.  Women’s health fairs are one of a number of targeted women’s 
health services offered by Common Hope.  Others include pre- and 
post-natal care and early childhood development classes for new 
mothers.

What if  mom was sick, 
but she just didn’t know?

A gift of $50 can provide cervical cancer screenings for five women.

A gift of $360 can pay for one Women’s Health Fair.

Lesbia with her son and Cecilia, 
Common Hope’s community 

health promoter.
$360

$50



$1,200

$225

Early in 2008, Maria Cristina Hipolito and her eldest son came to 
Common Hope to work community service hours in order to earn 
a house.  Maria Cristina, her husband Luis Felipe, and their nine 
children—Iris,  Deisy Marleny, Katherin, Jaqueline, Eunice, Hamilton, 
Wilson, Luis Jordano and Melvin—lived in a room built of cornstalks 
with a tin roof and dirt floor.  During the heavy downpours of the rainy 
season, it was  impossible for the family to stay dry.  Common Hope 
recognized the family’s urgent need, and Maria Cristina was invited 
to participate in the psychology department’s Loving Parenting 
Initiative as a way to earn extra hours.  By April, the family was safely 
in their new home—before the new rainy season began.  

In Guatemala millions of people live in homes with earthen floors and walls 
of scrap metal, wood, or corn stalks.  Many lack potable water and proper 
sanitation, which contributes to disease and illness.  Common Hope helps 
families earn and build homes that are clean, dry, and safe.  Families can 
also earn additional building materials, electricity, latrines, and wash basins 
by working community service hours.

What if  your home couldn’t 
keep the rain out?

A gift of $225 can buy a dry, concrete floor.

A gift of $1,200 can buy a family a one-room house.

Maria Cristina with 
eight of her nine children.



What if  you wanted to 
do your homework but 
couldn’t?
In Guatemala, students need to buy their own school supplies 
and textbooks.  Yet many families have a hard time paying for 
things like food and clothing and can’t afford to buy books or 
supplies for their children.  Sometimes this means that kids can’t 
attend school or finish their homework.  

Common Hope has a long tradition of students helping 
students.  Elementary and high school students across the 
country—even the world—have collected money or supplies 
to help their peers in Guatemala.  This holiday season, consider 
helping a student like you get the books they need to do their 
homework.  Or, get your classmates together to help an entire 
classroom.  It might be hard to imagine that a small gift will 
matter, but for a child whose family earns less than $6 a day, your 
gift really does make a difference. 

$450

$15
A gift of $15 can buy a textbook for one child.

A gift of $450 can buy textbooks for an entire classroom.



Common Hope Partners make a commitment to share a 
monthly gift to help the families we serve achieve a better future.  
Families’ needs exist every day, and a steady flow of Partner gifts 
assures that we can help when help is needed.  As a Partner, 
you can choose to give to education, health care, or our most 
pressing needs.

Sponsors give a gift of hope and opportunity to a child in 
Guatemala.  Sponsors are matched with a student whom they 
get to know through letters, photos, and even visits.  Their regular 
support helps the student attend school and provides the entire 
family with access to our comprehensive programs.  Sponsors play 
a critical role in helping students reach their full potential.

The gift that 
keeps on giving

>

>

Become a Common Hope Partner with a monthly gift of any amount and provide a steady flow of support.

Become a Sponsor with a monthly gift of $30 or $60 and provide a regular gift of education and opportunity.

When Common Hope partners with families, we ensure long-term stability 
for as long as a child is in school.  This is often for more than 12 years.  You 
can help support this long-term commitment in two ways:  



Share the magic of the season and help 
parents in Guatemala bring smiles to 
their children’s faces throughout the 
year.  Everyone, including Sponsors, can 
contribute to the Gift Fund.

  

A gift of $50 helps provide 
simple gifts on special 
occasions throughout the 
year.

 

A gift for special 
occasions

$50

Gift Fund



Ways to use this catalog
The Gift Catalog provides an alternative to a consumer-oriented celebration of the holidays.  While still 
honoring the spirit of generosity and gratitude, alternative gifts help us to share our blessings with those 
in need and to remember issues of social justice during a time of abundance and good cheer.  The Gift 
Catalog can be used all year long, for birthdays, weddings, anniversaries, and other celebrations.

A few ideas for using the gift catalog:

Organize an alternative giving event with your workplace, faith community, school, or civic club.

Honor your clients with a gift of education, health care, or housing.  It may mean more than 
another box of chocolates or tin of popcorn.

Host a gathering of friends or family to select gifts that change lives for children and families 
living in poverty. 

To order Gift Catalogs, gift tags to hang on a giving tree, or gift cards for a gift in honor of a friend or 
relative, contact our Development staff at (651) 917-0243 or info@commonhope.org.
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How to Order from this Catalog 

Choose the gifts that you would like to “buy.” 

Complete the order form in the catalog and fax 
or mail the form to us. You can also order by 
phone or online. We accept cash, money orders, 
checks, and credit cards. 

If you would like to honor a friend or family 
member with a gift to Common Hope, we will 
send you a gift card (shown) that you can present 
to them. On the order form, please specify the 
number of gift cards you wish to receive.

How to Place Your Order
Online: www.commonhope.org/giftcatalog

Phone: (651) 917-0917

Fax: (651) 917-7458

Mail:  Common Hope 
            P.O. Box 14298 
            St. Paul, MN 55114-0298

NONPROFIT STATUS
Common Hope is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
corporation founded in 1986 and is audited 
annually. Contributions are 100% tax-deductible 
as allowed by law.

CONTACT INFO
Common Hope
550 Vandalia Street
P.O. Box 14298
St. Paul, MN 55114
Phone: (651) 917-0917
Fax: (651) 917-7458
E-mail: info@commonhope.org
Website: www.commonhope.org

FIELD ADDRESS
Familias de Esperanza
KM 2, Carretera a San Juan
Antigua, Sacatepequez 03901
Guatemala, Centro América
E-mail: info@guate.commonhope.org

PRIMARY CONTACTS
Shari Blindt - Executive Director
Kathleen Lock - Director of Finance & Administration
Joanne Griffin - Development Director 
Kate Heider - Sponsorship Manager
Andrew Allen - Systems/Warehouse Manager
Louise Lundgren - Outreach Manager

Tom Joyce
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Sally Westby
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Dave Heider
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Robert Fafinski, Jr.
Ed Flaherty
James Hatch
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Minnesota
Stan Amidon
Annette Atkins
Ann Bloomquist
Eric Bloomquist
Kim Culp
Julie Flaherty
Dave Huebsch
Bina Huebsch
John Huebsch
Barbara Kopp
Jim McDonald
Mike Menzel
Dick Palen
Greg Palen
Glen Taylor
John Watson

Arizona
Ron Kelly

California
Sandy Smith
Gerry Morrison

Illinois
Gary Doten
Mary Pasquinelli
Joe Shank
Leslie Shank
New York
Greg Scherer
Linda Scherer
Dean Vought

U.S. Virgin Islands
Larry Meyer
Peggy Meyer
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Education

School supplies / A teacher $60 / $450

Bus fare / Annual tuition $45 / $1,400

Textbook for a child / Class $15 / $450

Health Care
Diabetes treatment $45 / $125

Wellness screenings $50 / $360

Housing
A floor / House $225 / $1,200

A new stove $95 / $185

Family Development
A new job $20 / $100

Land title / Social work visits $30 / $90

Special Gifts
Gift fund $50

Where needed most any amount

   Check or cash enclosed     

   Please bill my credit card

  Visa   Discover    MasterCard

	 Card#	

	 Exp. Date

	 Signature	             Date

Name

Address

City	 State	 Zip

Phone

Email

PAYMENT METHOD

If you are honoring a friend or family member with a gift 
from this catalog, gift cards are available.

How many gift cards would you like us to mail to you?

 GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

GIFTS

  OnGoing GIFTS

* We will mail you a sponsorship packet as promptly as possible.  You may also set up your sponsorship at 
www.commonhope.org/sponsorship and select a child of your choice by searching through the students 
available for sponsorship.   

Monthly Gifts

Guiding Sponsor* $30 or more / mo

Lead Sponsor* $60 or more / mo

Common Hope Partner Any amount /mo

Health Care Partner Any amount /mo

Education Partner Any amount /mo

SUGGESTED YOUR GIFT

TOTAL

(Please include your first 
month’s payment with 
your order form. )




