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Affi  liation with Common Hope 
gives family a fresh start

FAMILY DEVELOPMENT

Doña Marleny and her family: Edgar, age 6, Maydi, age 4, and Amilcar, age 2.
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worker Ana gave to them. Doña Marleny 
says that both of her children love to 
study. She remarked, “They even play 
school at home, where Maydi acts as the 
teacher and Edgar is the student.”

Educational opportunities are not the 
only benefi ts of affi  liation with Common 
Hope. Doña Marleny has received food 
bags when her family has had nothing to 
eat and her children also participate in a 
snack program at school. When they are 
sick, the entire family can visit Common 
Hope’s clinic to see a doctor and get the 
medicine they need at no cost.  

Doña Marleny says that everything 
changed when she arrived at Common 
Hope. Now, her children are receiving 
the education she never had. She knows 
that they are safe, happy, and healthy. 
Doña Marleny can look to the future with 
optimism. 

©
2014 C

om
m

on H
ope. A

ll rights reserved.

US » Common Hope 
SHARI BLINDT, Executive Director
PO Box 8228 
1400 Energy Park Drive, Suite 23
St. Paul, MN 55108

 phone 651.917.0917

www.commonhope.org

FIELD » Familias de Esperanza
TAMALYN GUTIERREZ, Country Director
Km. 2 Carretera a San Juan del Obispo
Antigua, 03901 Sacatepéquez
Guatemala, Centro América

COMMON HOPE NEWS »

Lizz Weidenbach, Editor/Writer

Erin Treinen, Contributing Writer

Laura Zimney, Graphic Designer

This printing was generously 
subsidized by Amidon Graphics

Common Hope’s mission is to promote 
hope and opportunity in Guatemala, 
partnering with children, families, and 
communities who want to participate      
in a process of development to improve 
their lives through education, health care, 
and housing.

Common Hope is a 501(c)(3) not-for-
profi t corporation founded in 1986 and 
is audited annually. Contributions are 
100% tax deductible as allowed by law.
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How much can change 
in a year? If you asked 
Odilia Marleny, she 
would tell you that the 
answer is, "everything." 
One year ago, Doña 
Marleny was affi  liated 

with Common Hope and doors to a 
better education, better health, and a 
better future began to open. She is an 
example of how our partnerships with 
families begin. 

Asking for Help
Last year, Doña Marleny grew worried 
because her children were old enough 
to be in school but she couldn't aff ord to 
send them. She noticed many children 
receiving support from Common Hope 
and she wondered if her children could, 
too. She approached the social work 
staff  to ask for help, the fi rst step 
towards affi  liation with Common Hope.

There she spoke with a social worker 
named Ana, who had Doña Marleny 
fi ll out an application. The application 
was followed by an interview with the 
family, and then a visit to their home. 
Doña Marleny is the sole provider for her 
family, earning a very meager income 
selling used clothes. The social work 
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“They don't treat us badly, 
they teach us with love.”

HOW YOU CAN HELP

HEALTH CARE

Seventeen-year-old Fernando Enrique 
was born with a congenital deformity 
called clubfoot. His clubfoot made 
walking diffi  cult, and he would fall often.

For a while, Fernando and his family 
traveled to Guatemala City for physical 
therapy. However, because of the 
economic costs of the trip and therapy, 
Fernando had to discontinue his sessions. 

Fernando was referred to a specialist 
who suggested a surgery to loosen and 
stretch the tendons of his leg, along with 
the use of orthopedic braces. His surgery 
was a great success. To advance his 
recuperation, Fernando started physical 
therapy sessions twice a week at our 
clinic in Antigua. 

Common Hope was able to cover the cost 
of his appointments, tests, procedures, 
therapy, and his orthopedic braces. Now 
a year later after continued physical 
therapy, Fernando is better able to walk 
and is more independent.

AFFILIATION CONT.  
staff  concluded that her family needed a 
helping hand, and they were affi  liated in 
order to receive access to our programs. 
Common Hope immediately began to 
work with her and seek out a sponsor for 
her children.

Two of Doña Marleny’s children started 
attending school in New Hope, but they 
struggled. Her son Edgar, now 6, started 
school two years behind his peers. When 
he began school, he couldn’t write even 
one letter and he didn’t know how to act 
around other students.

Love of Learning
Edgar began receiving one-on-one 
attention through a program called 
Aprendiendo a Crecer, or Learning 
to Grow. This program is helping him 
improve his handwriting and reading 
skills. Now, a year later, Edgar can read 
and write and he knows his numbers. 
He is very proud of his work and always 
shows his mom how he has improved. 
Edgar loves school and said, “They don’t 
punish us, they teach us. They don’t treat 
us badly, they teach us with love.”

Doña Marleny’s four-year-old daughter, 
Maydi, can also read a little bit now. With 
her mom’s help, she practices writing her 
name on a chalkboard that their social 

Fernando in high spirits during one of 
his physical therapy sessions at our 
clinic in Antigua .

Your gift of $50 to family develop-
ment allows our social workers to 
help families like Doña Marleny's as 
soon as their needs are identifi ed.



continue her education, but she doubted 
herself wondering, “Why would they want 
to help me if there are other students 
who have continued studying? I left 
school six years ago. They wouldn’t be 
interested in me.” 

But after establishing clear goals and 
guidelines with her social workers, Leidy 
was affiliated into our programs so she 
could continue moving forward. Leidy 
chose to study to become a bilingual 
secretary, and learning English was a big 
obstacle to overcome.  

Alma reminded Leidy that when you 
establish a goal, you have to finish it. Leidy 
knew that her partnership with Common 
Hope was the opportunity of a lifetime 
and a clear path towards achieving her 
dreams.  After lots of continued hard 
work, Leidy is just weeks away from 
graduation. Her social worker Alma is very 
proud of Leidy and said, “She is going to 
continue moving forward. She is a very 
strong example for her family and in her 
community.” 

At 23 years old, Leidy is not your typical 
student, but after overcoming several 
obstacles, she is just weeks away from 
graduating as a bilingual secretary with a 
very bright future. 

Growing up, Leidy’s father didn’t place a 
lot of emphasis on education. He felt that 
attending school was money invested in 
nothing. But with the help of her mother, 
Leidy got through her third year of 
basíco (9th grade), but she had to drop 
out shortly after due to a lack of money. 
She began working with her mother and 
a friend named Gloria making tortillas. 

Leidy also fell in love with her boyfriend, 
who eventually became her husband. 
Together they had a baby girl, who 
tragically passed away.  

After losing their only child, Leidy's 
marriage began to fall apart. Her 
husband was unfaithful, abusive, and 
secretive. He convinced Leidy it was all 
her fault and she started to believe the 
terrible things he said about her. 

At first, Leidy felt trapped. But after 
some encouragement from friends, she 
confronted her husband and made the 
hard decision to end their marriage. 

In time, Leidy began to tell herself, “My 
life isn’t over here. I have to do something 
for my life.” 

That's when Leidy decided she needed to 
go back to school to finish her education. 
She thought of her sister who is affiliated 
with Common Hope and Leidy asked her 
if the staff would be able to help her get 
back into school. 

Beginning to Hope
Leidy remembers the day she visited 
Common Hope social workers Alma and 
Sofia, crying, and asking if they could 
speak with her. She wanted so badly to 

Leidy Garcia provides an 
example to older students

EDUCATION

A DAY IN THE LIFE
Leidy pictured with her senior 
project. In it, she gives thanks to 
Common Hope for giving her a 
second chance at an education.

“Why would they want to 
help me if there are other 
students who have continued 
studying? I left school six 
years ago. They wouldn't be 
interested in me." Shopping in the colorful Guatemalan 

markets is a favorite activity for many 
visitors to Common Hope. While there, 
you may meet Doña Elizabeth, whose 
family has partnered with Common Hope 
since December, 2012.

The mother of nine children, Doña 
Elizabeth was doing well until she lost 
her husband Adrián to cancer. When he 
was alive, Adrián would sell goods at the 
market while the rest of the family stayed 
home to make more. When he got sick, 
they had to sell a plot of land they owned 
in order to be able to pay for his hospital 
bills, and when he passed, they had to 
figure out a way to make ends meet.

Now, to earn a living, all nine children 
work together making handicrafts like 
wood instruments, souvenirs, coin  
purses, and hairpieces. 

Even though they work to support their 

family, all of Doña Elizabeth’s children 
still attend school. Her oldest daughter is 
going to graduate from high school this 
November while her youngest girl, who is 
in preschool, is learning how to read. 

Doña Elizabeth's children separate 
the work between themselves at the 
beginning of each day. While some attend 
school in the morning, others stay home 
to make more handicrafts or manage 
their booth in the Artisan Market. Then 
they switch at lunchtime so the others 
can attend school in the afternoon. 

Although it's difficult keeping all nine 
children in school, Doña Elizabeth has 
been able to instill in her family the value 
of education. She says that Common 
Hope has helped her family greatly by 
paying for schooling and school supplies. 
"Thanks to Common Hope and all who 
work there, all of my kids are studying. 
We continue moving forward." 

Doña Elizabeth pictured at her home 
where she proudly displays some 
of the beautiful market goods her 
family creates and sells.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

We were thrilled to complete our 
first-ever national school supply drive, 
which was made possible thanks in 
part to Hope Haven International, 
who fully coordinated the shipment 
of a container to Guatemala. We 
also want to recognize our generous 
donors. Thanks to your efforts, 
our warehouse is overflowing with 
20,332 pencils, 7,998 notebooks, and 
8,187 lbs of additional supplies! Now, 
3,300 students will be prepared for 
the new school year in January.

SUPPLY DRIVE UPDATE

It was with very heavy hearts that we 
said farewell to John Huebsch, who 
passed away on July 21, 2014.

John, or Juan Antonio as he was fondly 
known in Guatemala, devoted his life to 
working with the poor. It was after he 
made his first journey to Guatemala in 
1985 to visit his parents that he decided 
to work with them to establish Common 
Hope in 1986.

That initial four-month trip planted 
seeds that would become 20 years of 
dedicated service to families living in 
poverty in Guatemala. John served as 

the Executive Director of Common Hope 
from 1992 - 2006, stepping down that 
year to join the Board of Directors.

John's passing hit our community of 
supporters very hard. Memorial services 
for John were held in Guatemala and in 
Minnesota, drawing hundreds together 
to celebrate his life.

John was taken from this earth too soon, 
but his good work continues on every 
day.  He is in the hearts of the thousands 
of us whose lives have been transformed 
in giving of ourselves to fulfill Common 
Hope's mission. 

IN LOVING MEMORY

John "Juan Antonio" Huebsch, 
our founder & friend

John in Guatemala in 2003, 
surrounded by the children he loved.

Your gift of any amount to educa-
tion helps us provide students like 
Leidy with the educational support 
they need to finish school and have a 
brighter future. 


